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Common populations infected 



Common populations 

In Africa and the Yemen 



Lymphatic Filariasis Current  

Status 



Onchocerciasis Treatment 

areas 



Common Disease agent 



Filaria 

• Both diseases are caused by filarial 

species ! 

http://www.filariasis.org/press_centre/parasite_vector.html


Common treatment 



Treatment 

• Both diseases use Mectizan in 

Onchocerciasis endemic areas 

• Albendazole is needed for LF and 

may well speed up onchocerciasis 

elimination 



Common M&E 



M & E commonalities 

• Both diseases need better diagnostics for 

M&E 

– Parasitological investigations.  Night blood and 

skin snips ARE NOT POPULAR 

– Existing serological test are not ideal 

– Need for human and laboratory capacity 

building to carry out entomological and 

parasitological surveys 

– Existing methods of M&E are costly 



Common challenges 



2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Treatment targets 1.1 2.9 7.5 15.6 20.1 31.6 35.0 50.0 64.0 72.3 92.4 138.6 188.6 240.4 288.1 288.7 283.1 238.5 174.9 104.3 39.6 -

Treated (million) 0.2 3.0 9.4 16.5 20.8 28.0 34.0 46.6 57.8 69.3 82.8 111.9
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Treatment targets Treated (million)

81% LF 

Treatment 

Source: WHO/AFRO Neglected Tropical Diseases 

Common challenges 1 

Scaling up 



18 million people in areas where 

nodule prevalence is between 5 

and 15% 



‘Big 4’ countries account for 60%, 9 

Countries account for 80% of people 

not covered by LF treatment  
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3. 

Cross 

border 

issues 



Common challenges 4 Loa loa 

Zouré HGM, Wanji S, Noma M, Amazigo UV, Diggle PJ, et al. (2011) The Geographic Distribution of Loa loa in 

Africa: Results of Large-Scale Implementation of the Rapid Assessment Procedure for Loiasis (RAPLOA). PLoS 

Negl Trop Dis 5(6): e1210. doi:10.1371/journal.pntd.0001210  



Where are the co-endemic 

areas? RAPLOA results 

PLoS Negl Trop Dis 5(6): e1210. doi:10.1371/journal.pntd.0001210 



Population at risk 



MEC TCC guidelines 

www.mectizan.org  

http://www.mectizan.org/




Conclusions 

Co-implementation 

Opportunities for synergy (LF/oncho) 

• Integrated mapping 

• Joint implementation of training 

• Joint implementation of MDA (combined 

treatment registers, simultaneous drug 

administration 

• Joint Monitoring and reporting 

• Joint epidemiological evaluations 



Conclusions 

• I am not advocating for 

exploiting the synergies in 

two programmes 

• I advocate for one 

programme in Africa 




